After examining the type specimens of species in the eastern North American genus Argyrostrotis the number of known species in the genus is reduced from 10 to six through synonymy. A key to species is included along with illustrations of the adults and genitalia of each species. Three Neotropical species currently included in Argyrostrotis
Introduction
Currently, there are 10 species of Argyrostrotis Hübner listed by Lafontaine and Schmidt (2010) . An additional three species listed by Poole (1989) from Mexico and South America are transferred to other genera, thereby restricting the geographic range of the genus to eastern and central North America. Examination of the type specimens, and the published illustrations associated with the original descriptions where the types have been lost or destroyed, shows that four of the names recognized as valid species should be placed in synonymy with A. flavistriaria (Guenée) . A key to species and adults and genitalia of each species are illustrated in order to facilitate identification.
Materials and methods

Repository abbreviations
Specimens were examined from the following collections: AMNH American Museum of Natural History, New York, New York, USA BMNH The Natural History Museum (statutorily, British Museum (Natural History)), London Fig. 11 . The male holotype of Poaphila perspicua in the BMNH labelled "Type/ A. perspicua." is shown in Fig. 12 
Argyrostrotis erasa (Guenée, 1852)
Type material. The type specimen of Agronomia quadrifilaris is lost, but the illustrations (Hübner, 1831, pl. [98] , figs 569, 570) are diagnostic and represent the form shown in Fig. 8 . A female syntype of Poaphila obsoleta in the BMNH labelled "Enterprise, Florida, 12.V. Grote Coll. 82-54./ Poaphila obsoleta Grote Type" is shown in Fig. 19 
Excluded species
Three species included in Argyrostrotis by Poole (1989) are hereby excluded from the genus. Argyrostrotis eurysaces Schaus, 1914 is hereby transferred to the genus Argyrosticta Hüb-ner, [1821] as Argyrosticta eurysaces (Schaus, 1914) , comb. n. [Noctuidae: Bagisarinae]. The two genera are not closely related and the association was more likely an error in confusing the two similar generic names by Schaus than an intended placement in Argyrostrotis.
Argyrostrotis quadrata Dognin, 1910 is hereby transferred to the genus Heterochroma Guenée as Heterochroma quadrata (Dognin, 1910) , comb. n. [Noctuidae: Amphipyrinae].
Celiptera surrufula Dyar, 1913, included in Argyrostrotis by Hampson (1913) and maintained there by Poole (1989) , is hereby transferred to the genus Ptichodis Hübner, 1818 as Ptichodis surrufula (Dyar, 1913) , comb. n. [Erebidae: Erebinae: Euclidiini].
